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GENERAL  STATISTICAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Area 66,  082  acres 

Number  of  Parishes  12 

Rateable  Value  at  31.  3.  69 £344,  223 

Penny  Rate  for  1968-69  £1,  360 

Estimated  Number  of  Inhabited  Dwellings  at  1,4.69  4,491 

Estimated  Mid-Year  Population 15,  050 


MEMBERS  OF  COUNCIL 


C.  B.  Darby  (Chairman) 

B,  G.  Wright  (Vice-Chairman) 

A.  J.  Butcher 

W.  H.  Constable 
H.  Crabb 
K.  E.  Darby 

E.  W.  Edgley 
Mrs.  R.  L.  Gill 

C.  A.  Golding 
J.  H.  Handley 

F.  G.  Harrison 
J.  W.  Hudson 

C,  H.  Martin,  M.  A. 

R.  N.  Morris 

Mrs.  M.  J.  A.  Powell 

W.  Smith 

Mrs.  F.  M.  Tash 

D.  Ward 

S.  R.  Ward 
V.  H.  Warren 
A.  J.  White 

(the  Full  Council  sits  as  the  Public  Health  Committee) 


STAFF 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


B,  W.  M,  Macartney,  B.A.,  B.  M,  , B.  Ch.  , 

D.  P.  H.  , D.  C.  H.  , D.  (Obst. ),  R.  C.  O.  G. 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  D.  J.  Gwynn,  M.  A.P.  H.  I. , Cert.  R.  S.  H.  , 

and  P.  H.  I.  E.  B.  Inspector  of  Meat  and 
Other  Foods 


Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  A.  P.  Shaw,  M.  A.  P,  H.  I. , Dip.  P.  H.  I.  E.  B. 


Clerk/Ty])ist 


Mrs.  M.  Main 


M TKIVIO  J OKA  f/  Tt;U^^:^v^«^r. 

: f 


•V- 


V ' . 

r»-.  ^'■■■.  ,.» 


MWf^J  * - ’ 1 ^ 

- U 

<MM  1-* 

rti  ^ 

0<V»'  >i  i 


I '•  I ■ 

■ I . . ..  . ^ * V • • f »,  • ••  •>  r » 't  \%  ■• 

• 'i 


. . , •*,y  . J V-*;  V' 


. . •iiri^r.sN  4 , 

•i . ^ '\ 


wy. 


. 1»  Hui-V  •JrfiHfTOj 

...,;■  mi  viui  V*.ru%j  ( 


< -T  .a:  .1  u Tdllarw^i **^’ • 


.i'' 


I ' 

.^'4 


,ir^w 


..  ' I 

f* 


:V'-C 


A#*. 

llJK^  Ti  ♦ • S 

Sifl  >A 

.'•  .'4f 
' '.  J .'  I 


■ 


.,  r 

j-  ... 


tu  M .nitf  ~ 
.;v  . A 'j  ^ 


- y,  X 

4 ■«>%«!  ..I  ■'« 


•■  -suji  H'  ‘ 
’ A .K  w.»Wl  •»*!  >•»!  * 

-'K  - 4 


..  .fcjis 

' . .. '■■,■  - w • 


f'YnW  ,/i 
#v»1*  A ,M  ’'f 


• * iV// . t-  . 1 

‘f*  ■’  " •.  . ‘ -ji  . fj 


Afim  ^ 

p.^:  •r'a  .ii 

Ji  ;j  .li^/  , i M rK  '^y*iH*^t4  »■< 


lJ6^i 


•i.  • z 

1 .-  (il|it>^.>!^7t i/( u'J  I I 


. V < 

« '^Xa^A.,  Hr.' 


2 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Ely  Rural  District  Council 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  report  for  the  year  1969,  prepared  in  accordance 
with  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security  Circular  1/70. 

1969  saw  the  publication  of  the  report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Local  Government 
Reform  and  the  Green  Paper  on  the  Future  Structure  of  the  National  Health  Service.  What- 
ever action  is  taken  on  the  recommendations  of  either  of  these  documents,  there  is  bound  to 
be  some,  and  perhaps  fundamental,  effect  on  the  public  health  department  of  district  local 
authorities.  Until  the  Government  declares  its  hand  it  is  idle  to  speculate  as  to  the  detailed 
effects.  But  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  whatever  the  decision,  it  will  soon  be  made  known,  as  it 
is  unsettling  to  both  the  members,  and,  perhaps,  even  more  so,  to  the  staff,  to  know  that 
they  are  about  to  be  thrown  into  the  melting  pot,  without  any  definite  knowledge  as  to  how 
they  are  going  to  come  out  of  it.  So  far  as  the  Public  Health  Department  is  concerned  it 
would  be  a tragic  and  perhaps  irreparable  loss  for  the  officers  and  staff  to  lose  the  intimate 
contact  with  the  people  that  they  serve  which  they  now  enjoy.  The  district  medical  officer  of 
health  as  we  loiow  him  will  disappear:  who,  if  anyone,  will  exercise  his  professional  and 
statutory  duties  is,  as  far  as  I can  see,  left  totally  undefined.  For  myself  I can  only  express 
the  hope  that  whatever  the  administrative  structure  it  will  aid,  rather  than  obstruct,  those 
communications  upon  which  any  efficient  public  service  depends. 

Vital  Statistics 

The  estimated  population  of  the  District  increased  by  130  to  15,  050:  this  is  less  than 
in  1968  but  the  same  as  in  1967.  For  interest  I illustrate  the  rate  of  increase  over  the  last 
ten  years  in  figure  1.  There  was  again  an  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  this  year  the  figure 
is  72  (83  in  1968). 

Both  the  Birth  Rate  and  Death  Rate  are  different  from  1968,  more  especially  the 
Birth  Rate,  whereas  the  Rates  for  England  and  Wales  remain  virtually  steady.  This  no 
more  than  underlines  the  fact  that  where  the  actual  numbers  are  small,  large  swings  in  the 
Rates  can  be  anticipated.  It  is  for  the  same  reason  that  an  Infant  Mortality  Rate  of  nil  in 
1968  becomes  12  in  1969,  while  that  for  England  and  Wales  remains  steady  at  18. 

The  number  of  deaths  increased  by  30  to  a total  of  178.  Deaths  due  to  Ischaemic 
Heart  Disease  increased  by  9 to  a total  of  47  and  those  due  to  malignant  disease  increased  by 
3 to  37.  I illustrate  these  figures  for  the  last  three  years  in  figure  2.  It  will  be  noticed 
that  more  than  25  per  cent  of  deaths  are  considered  to  be  due  to  Ischaemic  Heart  Disease. 

It  is  true  that  in  the  present  state  of  medical  knowledge  some  of  the  causes  of  this  condition 
must  be  regarded  as  the  effects  of  age;  but  it  seems  to  me  a pity  that  more  people  do  not  do 
more  to  help  themselves  to  a happy  and  healthy  retirement  by  attending  to  such  things  as 
personal  overweight,  lack  of  exercise  and  hea\  y smoking. 

Infectious  Disease 

The  record  of  notifiable  infectious  disease  shows  nothing  very  remarkable,  apart  from 
the  fact  that  only  59  cases  of  such  disease  were  notified  during  the  year.  With  at  least  five 
of  the  twenty-five  statutorily  notifiable  diseases  occurring  fairly  commonly  in  this  Country, 
the  above  figure  would  seem  to  imply  an  unusual  degree  of  natural  resistance  to  these  infect- 
ions in  the  population  of  this  District. 

In  the  course  of  the  summer  a family  doctor  asked  me  to  see  a patient  with  a some- 
what unusual  rash  and,  with  the  help  of  the  Laboratory  Service,  we  were  rapidly  able  to 
exclude  the  possibility  of  smallpox.  I am  most  grateful  to  that  doctor  for  consulting  me  at 
once,  since  had  the  case  turned  out  to  be  a true  bill  immediate  control  measures  would 
almost  certainly  have  prevented  a local  outbreak.  With  the  increase  in  foreign  travel, 
unvaccinated  or  inadequately  immune  persons  can  not  only  place  themselves,  but  also  their 
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compatriots  at  considerable  risk,  and  the  inadequately  immune  person  can  present  a very 
difficult  diagnostic  problem. 


The  Environment 


The  report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  bears  testimony  to  the  work  under- 
taken by  the  staff  of  the  department,  though  he  does  not  weary  you  with  over  many  figures 
and  statistics. 

It  is  particularly  pleasant  to  note  that  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  have  so  good  a 
relationship  with  the  retailers  of  the  District  that  simple  on-site  advice,  in  respect  of  minor 
infringements  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  confirmed  by  an  informal  letter,  has  avoided 
the  development  of  any  serious  situation  requiring  more  formal  action.  We  enjoy  a very 
considerable  degree  of  freedom  from  food  borne  infections,  as  holiday  travellers  to  more 
southern  climes  may  have  had  cause  to  observe.  The  price  to  be  paid  must  be  continual 
vigilance,  born  of  an  attitude  of  mind  that  regards  scrupulous  cleanliness  of  premises, 
personnel  and  personal  habit  as  not  only  part  of  the  service  to  which  customers  are  entitled, 
but  part  of  the  responsibility  we  owe  to  our  own  families.  There  is  small  advantage  in 
retailers  placing  pure  and  clean  food  in  the  hands  of  customers  who  subsequently  ignore  the 
very  elements  of  hygienic  food  handling  in  their  own  homes.  How  many  people  smoke  or 
openly  cough  and  sneeze  in  their  own  kitchens  and  perhaps  even  fail  to  wash  adequately  after 
using  the  toilet? 

I note  that  modern  means  of  sewage  disposal  are  now  available  in  all  the  most 
populated  parts  of  the  District.  It  is  probably  true  to  say  that  the  smaller  the  sewage  treat- 
ment plant  the  more  vulnerable  it  is  to  slight  variations  in  the  innumerable  factors  that 
influence  the  fine  balance  of  its  biological  and  mechanical  function;  it  is  therefore  particularly 
noteworthy  that  no  less  than  90%  of  effluent  samples  from  11  rural  treatment  plants  were 
considered  to  be  satisfactory,  and  65%  of  the  samples  highly  satisfactory  by  a very  discrim- 
inating River  Authority. 

The  District  is  unusually  fortunate,  at  this  time,  in  still  having  adequate  tipping 
space  for  its  refuse.  Such  is  the  increase  in  the  production  of  this  polluting  commodity  that 
it  is  not  too  soon  for  the  Council  to  consider  modern  means  of  dealing  with  this  escalating 
problem  - to  delay  such  consideration  would  certainly  be  to  leave  it  too  late. 

The  District  continues  to  enjoy  a supply  of  good  water,  albeit  deficient  in  fluoride. 

It  seems  to  me  regrettable  that  such  is  the  working  of  our  democracy  that  the  relatively 
silent  and  somewhat  uninformed  majority  is  so  often,  if  not  always,  ruled  by  the  vocal, 
usually  at  least  partly  informed  but  often  prejudiced,  minority;  perhaps  this  is  a safer  path 
than  the  alternatives  that  other  societies  have  devised. 

I wish  to  record  my  thanks  to  all  the  staff  of  the  department  for  their  contribution 
towards  promoting  the  Public  Health,  especially  to  Mr.  Gwynn  for  the  essential  part  that  he 
plays  and  also  to  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Council,  without  whose  interest  and 
support  very  little  could  be  achieved. 


I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

B.  W.  M.  Macartney. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR 

(The  mid-year  home  population  is  used  for 
the  statistical  calculations) 


Live  births  Male  Female 


Legitimate 

133 

104 

Illegitimate 

6 

7 

Birth  rate  per  thousand  estimated  population  ^ 

Birth  rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (1.07) 

Birth  rate  per  thousand  population  (England  and  Wales) 

139 

111 

Still  births 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

2 

2 

Illegitimate 

— z. 

— H 

2 

2 

Rate  per  thousand  live  and  still  births 

Rate  per  thousand  live  and  still  births  (England  and  Wales) 

Deaths 

Male 

Female 

Death  rate  per  thousand  estimated  population 

Death  rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (1.  02) 

Death  rate  per  thousand  population  (England  and  Wales) 

91 

87 

Infant  Mortality  Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

2(1) 

1(1) 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

(Deaths  of  infants  under  four  weeks  of  age  are  shown  in  brackets) 

Infant  Mortality  rate  (Infant  deaths  under  one  year  per  thousand  live  births) 

Infant  Mortality  rate  (England  and  Wales) 

Neonatal  Mortality  rate  (Infant  deaths  under  four  weeks  per  thousand  live  births) 
Early  Neonatal  Mortality  rate  (Infant  deaths  under  one  week  per  thousand  live  births) 
Perinatal  Mortality  rate  (Still  births  and  deaths  under  one  week  combined  per 
thousand  live  and  still  births) 

Legitimate  Infant  Mortality  rate  per  thousand  legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  Infant  Mortality  rate  per  thousand  illegitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 

Maternal  deaths  (Deaths  ascribed  to  pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion) 

Maternal  Mortality  rate  per  thousand  live  and  still  births 
Deaths  from  cancer  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  tuberculosis  (all  ages) 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 


Total 

237 

13 

250 

16-6 
17-8 
16-  3 

Total 

4 


4 

15-  7 
13-  0 

Total 

178 

11-  8 
12-  0 
11-9 

Total 

3(2) 

12.  0 
18.  0 
8.0 
8.  0 

23.  6 
12.  6 
Nil 
5.  5% 

1 

4.  0 
37(34) 

1 

47(38) 


1968  figures  in  brackets 
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TABLE  CLASSIFYING  DEATHS  UNDER  AGE  GROUPS 


Under  4 weeks 

Male 

1 

Female 

1 

Total 

2 

4 weeks  and  under  1 year 

1 

- 

1 

1 year  and  under  5 years 

- 

- 

- 

5 years  and  under  15  years 

1 

- 

1 

15  years  and  under  25  years 

4 

2 

6 

25  years  and  under  35  years 

1 

- 

1 

35  years  and  under  45  years 

2 

3 

5 

45  years  and  under  55  years 

6 

2 

8 

55  years  and  under  65  years 

10 

8 

18 

65  years  and  under  75  years 

27 

25 

52 

75  years  and  over 

38 

46 

84 

91 

87 

178 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING  1969 


Age  in  Years 

Measles 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Sonne 

Dysentery 

Infective 

Hepatitis 

Tubercul 

Pulmonary 

osis 

Other 

Whooping 

Cough 

Total 

Under  1 year 

1 

1 

2 

1 - 

2 

2 

2-4 

18 

2 

1 

21 

5-9 

7 

9 

2 

2 

20 

10  - 14 

1 

1 

3 

5 

15  - 24 

1 

1 

r* 

25  - 44 

1 

1 

1 

3 

45  - 64 

65  and  over 

\ 

Age  Unknown 

4 

4 

Totals 

29 

12 

6 

6 

1 

1 

4 

59 

6 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 


Under  arrangements  made  by  the  Cambridgeshire  and  Isle  of  Ely  County  Council 
under  Section  111  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1933,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the 
Ely  Urban  District  Council,  Ely  Rural  District  Council  and  Newmarket  Rural  District 
Council  is  combined  with  the  appointment  of  Senior  Medical  Officer  to  the  County  Council  by 
securing  for  the  appointment  of  a full  time  Medical  Officer  from  1st  September,  1968. 

Public  Health  Inspectors 

During  the  year  Mr.  Gwynn  continued  as  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  assisted  by 
Mr.  Shaw. 

Laboratory  Facilities 

Chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations  of  water  are  made  by  the  Public  Analyst 
at  Cambridge.  The  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Cambridge,  undertake  bacteriological  and 
biological  examinations  of  milk  and  bacteriological  examinations  of  water  samples,  and  all 
necessary  examinations  in  cases  of  infectious  diseases. 

Hospitals 

The  District  is  served  by  hospitals  of  the  East  Anglian  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  requiring  hospital  treatment  are  sent  to  Cambridge  City 
Isolation  Hospital, 

TheR.  A.F.  Hospital,  Ely,  renders  invaluable  service  to  this  Community. 

Ambulance  Service 

The  District  is  served  by  three  ambulances  stationed  at  Ely,  operated  by  Cambridge- 
shire and  Isle  of  Ely  County  Council. 

Nursing  Services 

These  services  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  - details  in  Appendix  A. 

The  Public  Health  (Infectious  Disease)  Regulations  1953  and  1968 

No  action  was  required  with  regard  to  the  "Carriers"  of  food  poisoning  infections, 
NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948,  SECTION  31  (as  amended) 

Meals  on  Wheels 

Littleport  has  meals  on  wheels  supplied  three  times  weekly.  Our  thanks  are  due  to 
all  those  persons  who  have  given  of  their  time  to  make  this  possible. 

Sections  47  and  50 


No  action  was  required  under  either  of  these  Sections. 
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APPENDIX  A 

NURSING  SERVICES  FOR  ELY  RURAL  DISTRICT 

PROVIDED  BY  COUNTY  COUNCIL 


Ante  Natal  Care 

At  home  and  at  surgeries  by  General  Practitioners  and  Midwives. 
Child  Health  Centres 


Tuesday 

Haddenham 

2nd  and  4th 

Church  Hall 

2.  30  p.  m. 

G.  P.  attends 
4th  Tuesday 

Littleport 

Weekly 

Health  Centre 

2.  30  p.  m. 

G.  Po  attends 

alternate 

Tuesdays 

Sutton 

4th 

Methodist  Church 
Hall 

2.  00  p.  m. 

Extra  Clinic 
2nd  Tuesday 
in  July  and 
October 

Wednesday 

Black  Horse 

Drove 

4th 

Community  Centre 

2.  00  p.  m. 
Assistant  M.  O. 

attends 

Little 

Downham 

4th 

Parish  Hall 

2o  30  p.  m. 
Assistant  M.  0. 

Educational  Classes 

Educational  classes  for  parents  and  others  are  arranged  as  required 
by  midwives  and  health  visitors. 
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GENERAL  COMMENTS 

In  preparing  a report  covering  twelve  months  activity  there  is  no  difficulty  in  secur- 
ing material  to  use.  The  problem  is  to  cut  that  material  down  to  size  and  extract  the 
important  details  to  give  sufficient  indication  of  what  your  staff  have  been  doing,  or  are 
attempting  to  do,  for  the  better  health  of  the  local  community.  At  the  same  time,  a dreary 
mass  of  figures  would  only  be  boring  to  the  layman  and  would  give  very  little  insight  to  a 
subject  which  necessarily  involves  everyone  living  in  the  district.  I trust  that  the  following 
sections  of  this  report  will  prove  to  be  readable  and  informative  at  one  and  the  same  time. 

At  the  risk  of  being  repetitive  I must  once  again  mention  the  benefits  obtained  from  a 
stability  of  staff.  Although  some  changes  have  occurred  in  manual  staffing,  we  have  again 
enjoyed  a year  without  serious  disruption  in  that  direction. 

One  major  staff  change  which  should  be  mentioned  was  the  retirement  of  the  foreman, 
Mr.  Horace  Rowell,  in  September.  Mr,  Rowell  had  served  the  Council  for  38  years  with  a 
devotion  that  will  remain  as  an  outstanding  example  to  us  all.  I,  and  my  colleagues,  wish 
him  many  years  of  well  deserved  rest. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  a continuity  of  purpose  has  been  maintained  from  within 
the  office,  and  it  is  easy  to  see  the  rapid  and  usually  satisfactory  results  of  our  labours 
which  come  from  knowing  the  people  and  the  locality  in  intimate  detail.  Good  public 
relations  are  vital  if  we  are  to  secure  the  goodwill  and  confidence  of  those  amongst  whom  we 
live  and  work.  Maybe  this  is  an  argument  to  support  the  feeling  of  remoteness  conjured  up 
in  some  minds  bj'  the  Redcliffe-Maud  Report,  but  that  is  another  matter  far  too  involved  for 
elaboration  here. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  record  thanks  to  all  the  members  of  'the  team';  to 
Mr.  Shaw,  my  assistant,  who  willingly  takes  on  any  task  I choose  to  avoid  myself ; to 
Mrs.  Main,  who  keeps  our  records  and  reports  in  order,  and  also  suffers  the  first  outbursts 
of  any  disgruntled  caller;  and  to  all  the  outside  staff,  who  go  to  greater  lengths  than  is  some- 
times appreciated  in  creating  the  right  'image'  for  the  Council. 

We  are  often  reminded  of  the  continuing  changes  and,  dare  it  be  said,  improvements 
which  are  going  on  around  us  all  the  time.  In  our  sphere  of  public  health  work  particularly 
we  are  fully  aware  of  this  continual  desire  to  improve  the  personal  and  general  environment. 
More  and  more  owners  are  improving  older  properties,  often  with  the  aid  of  substantial 
grants;  new  buildings  for  living  and  working  in  are  being  designed  to  better  standards;  food 
storage,  handling,  preparation  and  packaging  techniques  are  all  the  while  becoming  more 
sophisticated;  there  is  a growing  awareness  of  the  need  to  avoid  pollution  of  air,  water  and 
land,  and  positive  steps  have  already  been  taken  to  control  many  sources  of  potentially 
dangerous  material.  All  of  these  things,  and  many  more,  are  relevant  to  our  daily  lives 
and  to  the  quality  of  our  environment.  It  is,  of  course,  a natural  thing  for  some  people  to 
look  upon  such  controls  as  a curtailment  of  liberty  and  a stifling  of  freedom  of  the  individual. 
How  free  can  a civilised  community  allow  an  individual  to  be  when  that  person's  action,  or 
inaction,  threatens  the  well  being  of  his  fellow  men? 

In  conclusion  I must  return  to  my  acknowledgement  of  help  from  various  quarters. 
Facts  used  in  this  report  are  drawn  from  all  departments  of  the  Council,  and  I thank  my 
fellow  officers  for  their  willing  co-operation  and  support. 

I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


D.  J.  Gwynn. 
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1.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  SERVICES 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 
Sewage  Disposal 
Cesspool  Service 
Watercourse  Maintenance 
Public  Conveniences 


(a)  REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 


What  happens  when  the  dustbin  is  not  emptied  each  week?  It  is  not  really  a situation 
one  contemplates,  but  the  serious  health  hazard  which  would  stem  from  a breakdown  of  the 
refuse  collection  service  was  very  forcefully  proved  when  refuse  collectors  in  many  parts  of 
the  country  became  involved  in  strike  action  during  September  and  October.  In  some  of  the 
heavily  populated  towns  the  accumulating  rubbish  became  a very  real  danger,  and  a resembl- 
ance to  life  in  the  Tudor  era  must  have  been  very  close.  Locally  we  did  not  have  to  suffer 
any  such  inconvenience  and  it  was  gratifying  to  see  a letter  in  the  local  newspaper  showing 
appreciation  of  the  refuse  collectors  services  and  'cheery  ways'. 

Apart  from  the  underlying  threat  of  a national  strike,  there  were  no  problems  during 
the  year.  The  four  Dennis  Paxit  vehicles  continued  to  give  excellent  service,  and  the  policy 
of  keeping  one  of  them  as  a spare  in  'at  ready'  condition  proved  of  great  value.  There  were 
literally  no  delays  and  no  cancellations  of  services  and,  while  this  quality  of  service  may  be 
reflected  in  higher  costs  of  maintenance,  there  has  been  a saving  in  headaches  and  frayed 
nerves. 

All  disposal  of  refuse  was  again  concentrated  at  Stretham  Tip  which  has  now  settled 
down  to  reasonably  effective  control.  The  two-wheel  drive  Loadmaster  shovel  used  in 
control  work  has  begun  to  show  limitations,  and  serious  consideration  will  have  to  be  given 
to  the  use  of  a more  versatile  machine  in  the  near  future  if  proper  control  is  to  be  maintained. 

The  removal  of  litter  and  other  refuse  from  lay-bys  on  County  roads  was  continued 
on  an  agency  basis,  and  was  assisted  by  the  introduction  of  better  storage  bins  in  replace- 
ment of  concrete  rings  and  wire  baskets  set  in  the  ground.  It  is  fair  to  say  that  conditions 
at  every  lay-by  on  the  A.  10  within  this  district's  boundaries  have  been  considerably  improved. 

(b)  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


(I  am  grateful  to  Mr.  R.  J.  Williams,  the  Council's  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  for 
information  contained  in  this  section  of  the  report. ) 

(i)  Parish  Sewerage  Schemes 

With  the  completion  of  the  schemers  for  sewering  Little  Thetford  and  Wardy 
Hill,  and  the  good  progress  on  schemes  for  Black  Horse  Drove  and  Pymoor,  it  is 
of  considerable  satisfaction  to  know  that  all  the  most  populated  parts  of  the  rural 
district  have  the  facility  of  main  sewers. 

There  are  now  11  main  sewage  disposal  works  with  5 of  these  dealing  with 
the  sewage  from  adjoining  villages  or  hamlets  involving  considerable  lengths  of 
pumping  mains. 

The  reconstruction  of  a section  of  sewer  in  Silt  Road,  Littleport,  proved  to 
be  the  headache  of  the  year  and,  following  the  detailed  television  survey  and 
other  preliminary  works,  the  practical  side  of  the  reconstruction  commenced 
early  in  September.  Everyone  involved  in  the  project  knew  of  the  many  difficulties 
which  had  to  be  surmounted  but  it  is  doubtful  if  anyone  could  have  foreseen  all  the 
hazards  which  became  apparent  as  work  progressed.  Work  proceeded  without  a 
break  to  the  end  of  the  year,  but  progress  in  terms  of  yards  of  sewer  relaid  was 
very  slow. 
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(i)  Parish  Sewerage  Schemes  (Contd. ) 

In  connection  with  the  scheme  at  Little  Thetford,  extensions  were  laid 
outside  the  district  in  order  to  serve  several  properties  m the  area  of  the  Ely 

U.  D.  C. 

(ii)  Sewage  Samples 

During  the  year  29  samples  of  effluent  were  taken  from  the  Council's 
Sewage  Disposal  Works  by  Inspectors  of  the  River  Authority.  Of  these  26  were 
satisfactory  and  3 unsatisfactory.  Of  the  unsatisfactory  samples  one  from 
Littleport  Works  was  just  marginally  unsatisfactory  and  one  was  very  bad.  No 
apparent  reason  could  be  discovered  for  this  bad  sample  and  a re-examination 
shortly  afterwards  showed  that  the  plant  was  again  working  normally  and  pro- 
ducing good  effluent.  Of  the  satisfactory  samples  17  could  be  classed  as  very 
good,  containing  less  than  half  of  the  permitted  amount  of  polluting  matter. 

In  the  current  blaze  of  publicity  on  pollution  problems  it  is  interesting 
to  contrast  these  results  with  the  recent  reported  statement  in  the  House  of 
Lords  that  "Three  out  of  five  Sewage  Works  are  not  meeting  River  Authority 
consent  conditions".  It  is  commendable  that  this  small  Rural  District  Council 
without  great  resources  has  had  the  foresight  to  tackle  and  solve  this  problem, 
as  it  has  its  problems  in  many  other  fields,  while  larger  and  more  wealthy 
authorities  languish  among  slums  and  stinking  rivers.  It  would  suggest  that 
Lord  Redcliffe-Maud  has  the  Nelson  touch. 

(c)  CESSPOOL  SERVICE 


This  was  the  first  full  year  of  the  Council's  own  cesspool  emptying  service  which 
proved  to  be  highly  satisfactory.  The  Council's  policy  continued  to  be  that  of  one  free 
emptying  per  annum  of  cesspools  serving  private  properties  which  could  not  be  connected  to 
a main  sewer.  If  more  frequent  emptyings  were  required,  then  the  owner  was  called  upon 
to  make  a nominal  payment  of  £1.  It  is  pleasant  to  record  that  all  orders  were  dealt  with 
within  48  hours  of  receipt  and,  in  the  case  of  emergency  emptyings,  were  invariably  dealt 
with  on  the  same  day. 

Altogether  402  orders  were  accepted.  694  loads  from  private  houses  and  small 
disposal  works  were  dealt  with,  involving  approximately  700,  000  gallons  of  sewage  effluent 
and  sludge.  In  certain  cases  it  was  necessary  to  rod  drainage  systems  and  flush  out. 

Many  rural  authorities  have  difficulty  in  disposing  of  the  tanl-cer  contents  adequately 
and  we  are  no  exception.  Extensions  to  the  sludge  beds  on  the  Littleport  Refuse  Tip  were 
constructed  but  accepted  as  being  of  a temporary  nature,  and  these  continued  to  take  the  bulk 
of  the  material  from  the  whole  of  the  district.  In  some  instances  we  were  able  to  obtain  the 
co-operation  of  farmers  in  accepting  the  efflut^nt  on  to  their  land,  but  the  percentage  of 
material  disposed  of  by  this  method  was  really  insignificant. 

In  pursuing  alternative  arrangements,  a visit  was  made  in  the  company  of  the 
Engineer  and  Surveyor  to  a treatment  plant  operated  by  the  Bedford  R.  D.  C.  This  proved  to 
be  of  some  considerable  value  and  formed  the  basis  of  a scheme  which  was  submitted  to  the 
Council  for  approval  during  the  year.  This  would  involve  the  installation  of  a holding  tank 
at  one  or  more  of  the  larger  sewage  disposal  works  from  which  the  contents  could  be  pumped 
at  a controlled  rate  into  the  main  inlet  for  treatment  with  the  normal  in-flow  of  domestic 
sewage.  A careful  survey  would  have  to  be  kept  of  the  effect  of  this  material  on  the  general 
functioning  of  the  works  and,  if  necessary,  some  form  of  filtration  and  additional  aeration 
might  have  to  be  incorporated  in  the  system.  It  was  anticipated  that  such  a plant  could  be 
installed  at  the  Littleport  Sewage  Works  at  an  approximate  cost  of  £700.  Approval  was 
given  to  this  scheme  and  preparatory  work  was  in  hand  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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(d)  WATERCOURSE  MAINTENANCE 


Routine  work  has  been  carried  out  steadily  through  the  year.  No  major  improvement 
works  have  been  planned,  but  attention  has  been  given  to  culverts  and  weirs  which  needed 
repairs.  One  man  has  been  employed  almost  full  time  on  generally  tidying  up  the  1,  750 
chain  of  dykes  under  the  Council's  control  and  this  uninterrupted  work  has  gone  a long  way 
towards  catching  up  on  the  backlog  I reported  on  two  or  three  years  ago. 

One  factor  well  worthy  of  note  is  the  decided  improvement  in  the  condition  of  many 
more  of  the  watercourses  following  proper  sewering  of  the  villages.  Complaints  of  sewage 
effluent  in  dykes  are  now  at  an  absolute  minimum. 

(e)  PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

The  Council  continues  to  provide  free  public  conveniences  and  hand  washing  facilities 
at  Littleport,  Minor  improvement  was  made  during  the  year  with  the  replacement  of  the 
hand  controlled  water  supply  to  the  wash  basins  by  foot  operated  valves. 

Informal  consideration  was  given  to  the  assisted  provision  of  conveniences  at  Sutton 
and  Stretham,  but  no  progress  was  made.  No  doubt  more  use  of  such  facilities  would  be 
made  by  travellers  on  the  A.  10  and  A.  1123  than  by  local  residents. 


2.  HOUSING 

General  Building  Programme 
Improvement  of  Private  Dwellings 
Slum  Clearance 


(a)  GENERAL  BUILDING  PROGRAMME 
(i)  Council  Housing  Programme 
Permanent  Houses 


No.  of  dwellings  completed  during  1969  35 

No.  of  dwellings  under  construction  at  31. 12.  69 
No.  of  dwellings  provided  under  the  Housing  Acts 

to  31.  12.  69  787 

No.  of  pre-war  dwellings  improved  by  the  provision 

of  standard  amenities  during  1969  5 

No.  of  pre-war  dwellings  under  improvement  at 
31. 12.  69 

No.  of  pre-war  houses  improved  since  introduction 

of  the  scheme  in  1958  658 


Temporary  Houses 

There  is  no  temporary  housing  accommodation  provided 
by  the  Council. 

(ii)  Private  Enterprise  Housing 
Permanent  Houses 


No.  of  dwellings  completed  during  1969 

No.  of  dwellings  under  construction  at  31. 12.  69 

No.  of  dwellings  completed  since  April  1945 


150 
81 
1,  051 
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GENERAL  BUILDING  PROGRAMME  (Contd. ) 

(iii)  Subsidised  Agricultural  Housing 

No.  of  dwellings  completed  during  1969 

No.  of  dwellings  completed  since  April  1945  *44 

No.  of  dwellings  completed  since  commencement 

of  scheme  in  1938  72 

(*  This  figure  is  mcluded  in  the  1,  051  shown  at  (ii)  above) 

(b)  IMPROVEMENT  OF  PRIVATE  DWELLINGS 

The  greatest  single  event  of  this  year  was  the  mtroduction  of  higher  grant  limits  with 
the  coming  into  operation  of  the  1969  Housing  Act.  Standard  Grant  maxima  were  increased 
from  £155  to  £200,  where  basic  amenities  were  to  be  installed  within  a dwelling  house  with- 
out the  need  to  extend  the  premises  or  provide  septic  tank  drainage,  and  from  £350  to  £450 
where  it  was  necessary  to  add  a bathroom  extension  and/or  provide  a septic  tank.  The 
Improvement  Grants  (usually  referred  to  as  Discretionary  Grants)  were  raised  from  £400  to 
£1,  000,  and  gave  the  Council  much  wider  scope  to  allow  for  repairs  and  replacements  be3'ond 
the  formerly  accepted  principals  of  providing  assistance  towards  adding  items  to  a dwelling 
where  they  were  otherwise  non-existent.  Special  Grants  were  also  introduced  to  assist  in 
the  provision  of  standard  amenities  in  houses  in  multi-occupation. 

One  change  occurred  in  the  list  of  standard  amenities  involving  the  provision  of  a 
food  store.  It  is  no  longer  a requirement  that  a built-in  larder  be  provided.  The  provision 
of  a sink  is  now  an  item  ranking  for  grant  aid. 

The  followmg  table  shows  details  of  grants:- 


Discretionary  Grants 


No.  of  dwellings  improved  or  provided  during  1969 

16 

Total  of  grants  paid  during  1969 

£6,  052.  0. 

0. 

No.  of  dwellings  improved  since  1949 

273 

Total  of  grants  paid  since  1949 

£74,813.  0. 

0. 

Average  grant  per  dwelling 

£274.  0. 

0. 

Standard  Grants 

No.  of  dwellings  improved  during  1969 

27 

Total  of  grants  paid  during  1969 

£5,  085.  0. 

0. 

No.  of  dwellings  improved  since  1959 

410 

Total  of  grants  paid  since  1959 

£61,  594.  0. 

0. 

Average  grant  per  dwelling 

£150.  0. 

0. 

Almost  the  same  number  of  schemes  were  completed  as  in 

the  i)revious  year 

(i.  e 

in  1968,  and  43  in  1969).  It  is,  however,  significant  that  Discretionary  Schemes  were 
almost  double  those  of  1968,  indicating  that  a higher  standard  of  improvement  is  now  being 
sought. 


Owner/occupiers  received  the  benefit  of  28  grants,  while  15  grants  wore  paid  in 
respect  of  tenanted  properties, 

(c,  SLUM  CLEARANCE 


It  is  reasonable  to  say  that  the  major  i)art  of  the  Council's  clearance  progranune  lias 
now  been  completed. 
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SLUM  CLEARANCE  (Contd. ) 

No  revision  of  the  list  of  sub-standard  dwellings  was  carried  out  during  the  year  as  it 
was  anticipated  that  some  general  re-assessment  would  be  called  for  early  in  1970.  It  was 
considered  that  at  least  25  properties  would  be  removed  from  the  'hard-core'  list  of  unfit 
houses  by  the  end  of  the  year,  either  because  of  formal  action  or  by  voluntary  improvement 
schemes  on  the  part  of  the  owners. 

Over  the  past  five  years  it  is  indicated  that  nearly  100  slum  dwellings  have  been 
formally  dealt  with. 


3.  FOOD  CONTROL 

List  of  Food  Premises 
Registered  Premises 
Food  Hygiene 
Meat  Inspection 
Poultry  Inspection 
Condemnations 
Complaints 


(a)  LIST  OF  FOOD  PREMISES 


The  established  food  businesses  in  the  district  are  categorised  as  follows;- 


GROCERS/GENERAL  PROVISIONS  38 

LICENCED  PREMISES  26 

BUTCHERS  13 

BAKERS  AND  CONFECTIONERS  6 

SWEET  AND  ICE  CREAM  SHOPS  6 

SCHOOL  CANTEENS  6 

CAFES  3 

GREENGROCERS  3 

FACTORY  CANTEENS  2 

FRIED/WET  FISH  MERCHANTS  2 

POULTRY  SLAUGHTERHOUSES  2 

CONVALESCENT  HOME  CANTEEN  1 

CHEESE  FACTORY  1 

HONEY  BLENDER  1 

SLAUGHTERHOUSE  1 

TOTAL  111 


(b)  REGISTERED  PREMISES 


There  are  70  premises  registered  for  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream.  46  are 
actively  trading. 

10  premises  are  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  sausages  etc. 

(c)  FOOD  HYGIENE 


For  the  second  year  running  routine  inspections  were  higher  than  in  previous  years 
as  more  time  was  devoted  to  improving  standards  of  food  storage  and  handling  in  this  district. 
A total  of  215  visits  were  made.  Education  and  persuasion  were  the  prime  objectives.  No 
proceedings  were  found  necessary  for  any  serious  offences  against  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 
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(d)  MEAT  INSPECTION 


Slaughtering  takes  place  at  one  licenced  slaughterhouse  in  the  district.  The  through- 
put is  very  small  and,  therefore,  100%  inspection  of  all  carcases  and  offal  has  provided  no 
problem.  Standard  charges  are  levied  for  the  inspection  services. 

The  following  table  presents  the  details  for  the  year. 


Cattle 

excl. 

Sheep 

and 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

86 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Number  inspected 

Diseases  other  than 
Tuberculosis  and 

Cysticerci 

86 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 

condemned 

Percentage  of  numbers 
inspected  affected 

6 

with  disease 

7 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Tuberculosis  only 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Cysticercosis  only 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(e)  POULTRY  INSPECTION 


No  routine  pattern  of  inspection  has  been  achieved  at  the  two  slaughtering  establish- 
ments in  the  district.  It  is  estimated  that  approximately  2,  200  head  of  poultry  are  slaught- 
ered weekly.  Reliance  is  placed  on  the  vigilance  of  the  staff  to  ensure  that  no  suspect 
carcases  enter  the  chain  of  distribution. 

(f)  CONDEMNATIONS 

70  lbs.  of  carcase  meat  and  offal  were  condemned  at  the  slaughterhouse. 

4 lbs.  of  cooked  meat  and  7 lbs  of  canned  foodstuffs  were  surrendered  to  the  Depart- 
ment as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

(g)  COMPLAINTS 


Among  complaints  concerning  foodstuffs  was  one  which  concerned  an  insect  (a 
centipede)  found  in  between  the  slices  of  a wrapped  loaf.  As  the  package  had  been  opened, 
and  the  contents  partly  used  on  the  day  prior  to  complaint,  there  was  no  way  of  knowing  at 
what  stage  the  centipede  gained  access.  The  complainant  readily  understood  this  reason  for 
not  recommending  a prosecution  of  the  bakers  concerned,  but  remained  unconvinced  that  her 
own  storage  arrangements  might  have  been  at  fault. 

Another  case  where  proceedings  were  not  taken  concerned  a dirty  milk  bottle.  This 
was  one  of  those  all  too  frequent  cases  where  a bottle  had  been  mis-used  by  a member  of  the 
public,  and  had  a deposit  of  sand  and  cement  adhering  to  the  inner  surface.  The  dairy 
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COMPLAINTS  (Contd. ) 

willingly  acknowledged  the  fault  and  apologised  to  the  complainant.  It  was  hoped  that 
resultant  press  publicity,  following  a report  to  the  Council,  drew  some  attention  to  the  need 
for  returnable  food  containers  to  be  handled  respectfully  and  returned  in  a clean  condition. 


4.  PLACES  OF  EMPLOYMENT 


Offices  and  Shops 
Factories 


(a)  OFFICES  AND  SHOPS 

Routine  inspections  were  made  at  42  registered  premises  involving  69  visits. 

4 new  registrations  were  made  (one  office;  two  retail  shops;  and  one  warehouse). 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  86  premises  on  the  O.  S.  R.  register. 

No  great  problems  arise  concerning  the  routine  administration  of  the  Act  as  this  area 
is  predominately  agricultural  and  lacks  any  large  scale  industrial  and  commercial  develop- 
ment. The  majority  of  premises  within  the  scope  of  the  Act  are  retail  shops,  and  the 
largest  of  these  employs  no  more  than  half-a-dozen  people.  Consequently,  much  of  the 
work  carried  out  under  the  Act  overlaps  with  visits  made  under  other  legislation,  particularly 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 

The  Council's  2 Public  Health  Inspectors  are  authorised  officers  for  the  purpose  of 
the  Act,  but  the  majority  of  'on-site'  inspections  are  carried  out  by  the  Additional  Public 
Health  Inspector.  This  ensures  continuity  of  purpose  and  serves  to  achieve  a single  set  of 
standards  throughout  the  district. 

During  the  year  under  review  it  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  resort  to  formal 
action,  and  the  practice  of  giving  verbal  warning  of  contraventions  with  confirmation  by 
means  of  informal  letters  has  produced  compliance  with  the  Act  in  most  respects. 

It  has  been  found  that  the  most  common  factor  causing  attention  to  be  drawn  to  the 
notice  of  owners  and  occupiers  is  that  of  routine  cleanliness.  Standards  vary  widely  and, 
even  making  allowances  for  old  and  cramped  premises,  there  is  room  for  much  improvement. 
The  human  element  is  very  much  involved  and  there  is  a noted  reluctance  on  the  part  of  many 
employers  to  instruct  their  personnel  in  cleaning  routines  or  to  allow  sufficient  time  for  this 
seemingly  unproductive  work  to  take  place.  Lack  of  attention  to  regular  re-decoration 
figures  in  this  particular  aspect. 

(b)  FACTORIES 

The  following  table  gives  the  prescribed  particulars  required  by  Section  153(1)  of  the 
1961  Act. 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors). 
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FACTORIES  (Contd. ) 


Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  local 
authorities 

3 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

(ii)  Factories  not 
included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  local 
authorities 

49 

8 

2 

Nil 

Totals 

52 

11 

2 

Nil 

2.  The  written  notices  referred  to  in  Table  1 related  to  defective  and  unseparated 
sanitary  accommodation  in  both  cases. 

Much  of  the  comment  made  regarding  offices  and  shops  applies  equally  to  factories 
which,  in  this  area,  do  not  involve  large  and  complex  installations.  Most  of  the  enforce- 
ment is  in  the  hands  of  H.  M.  Factory  Inspectorate. 


5,  OTHER  DISTRICT  SERVICES 


Caravan  Sites 
Petroleum  Regulations 
Rodent  and  Pest  Control 
Water  Supplies 
Miscellaneous  Matters 


(a)  CARAVAN  SITES 

As  Licencing  Authority  under  the  terms  of  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Develop- 
ment Act  1960,  this  Council  issued  27  licences,  this  being  no  change  from  the  previous  year. 

16  sites  were  occupied  by  single  residential  caravans;  9 sites  had  3 or  more  vans  in 
permanent  use;  and  2 were  for  holiday  purposes  having  seasonal  time  limits  imposed. 

Again  there  was  no  demand  for  new  sites. 

(b)  PETROLEUM  REGULATIONS 

Further  attention  was  given  to  administrative  problems  arising  from  the  licencing  of 
petroleum  installations.  This  was  achieved  through  the  medium  of  the  local  joint  committee, 
now  permanently  established,  on  which  Fire  Prevention  Officers  and  L.  A.  Petroleum 
Inspectors  are  represented.  Useful  exchanges  of  information  have  taken  place,  and  par- 
ticular attention  has  been  focussed  on  the  new  Model  Codes  of  Practice.  The  new  regulat- 
ions applicable  to  the  Conveyance  of  Inflammable  Liquids  by  road  transport  were  also  con- 
sidered at  some  length. 
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PETROLEUM  REGULATIONS  (Contd. ) 

Thanks  are  due  in  no  small  measure  to  the  willing  services  of  the  Fire  Brigade  in 
allowing  the  time  of  their  officers  to  act  as  convenors  and  secretaiies,  and  for  making 
premises  available  for  the  committee's  use. 

The  Council  licenced  100  petroleum  storage  premises  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 
authorising  storage  of  approximately  110,  000  gallons. 

For  the  first  time  for  many  years  the  licence  fees  were  increased  and  licence 
revenue  was  nearly  £260. 

(c)  RODENT  AND  PEST  CONTROL 

The  unusual  or  unexpected  event  is  always  the  one  that  makes  news,  while  routine 
matters  invariably  escape  the  headlines.  This  district  has  had  its  share  of  abnormal 
plagues  of  pests,  including  an  excess  of  crickets  at  one  stage  and  flies  at  another. 

The  year  under  review  is  notable  for  an  absence  of  any  of  these  'nine-day  wonders', 
but  a constant  watch  has  been  maintained  to  ensure  a relatively  pest-free  environment. 

Rats  and  mice,  and  other  domestic  pests  for  that  matter,  are  no  respecters  of 
persons.  What  they  do  respect,  or  rather  cannot  tolerate,  is  cleanliness  and  the  absence 
of  suitable  material  on  which  to  breed  and  feed.  Another  example  where  prevention  is 
simple,  but  the  cure  is  often  costly.  The  exercise  of  a little  care  in  the  disposal  of  waste 
material,  be  it  domestic,  agricultural  or  commercial,  pays  large  dividends  when  considered 
against  the  damage  to,  and  contamination  of,  food  and  the  possible  spread  of  infection. 

This  Council  has  always  encouraged  notification  of  infestations,  and  ready  assistance 
is  always  available  to  introduce  control  measures.  The  sale  of  rat  poison  at  reasonable 
price  continues  to  be  a successful  venture. 

The  number  of  complaints  received  during  the  year,  and  the  details  of  visits  and 
treatments  carried  out,  are  as  follows  :- 

(i)  Rats  and  Mice 

Complaints  received 

Inspections 

Treatments 

Surveys  and  treatments  of 


(ii)  Other  Pests 

Complaints  received 
Inspections 

Treatments; 

Surveys  and  treatments  of 


Dwelling  houses 

233 

309* 

Business  premises 

84* 

Dwelling  houses 

270* 

Business  premises 

13* 

Refuse  tips 

143 

Sewage  plants 

113 

Watercourses 

51 

121 


Dwelling  houses 

89* 

Business  premises 

19* 

Dwelling  houses 

81* 

Business  premises 

14* 

Refuse  tips 

25 

Sewage  plants 

2 

(*  These  figures  include  'follow-up'  visits.) 
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(d)  WATER  SUPPLIES 

Water  is  supplied  to  all  parts  of  the  district  by  the  Ely,  Mildenhall  and  Newmarket 
Water  Board. 

The  Ely  R.  D.  C.  was  represented  on  the  Board  by  Councillors  C.  B.  Darby,  J.  W. 
Hudson  and  C.  H.  Martin,  M.  A. 

Both  in  quality  and  quantity  the  supply  has  proved  satisfactory  and  no  action  has  had 
to  be  taken  in  respect  of  any  form  of  contamination. 

The  level  of  fluorides  in  the  Beck  Row  Source  is  • 15  p.p.  m.  The  Board  has  not  yet 
become  satisfied  that  fluoridation  is  the  best  way  of  reducing  dental  decay  and  improving 
dental  hygiene  and  has  accordingly  declined  to  adjust  the  level  of  fluoride  in  the  supply. 

(e)  MISCELLANEOUS  MATTERS 

While  there  are  no  specific  comments  to  make  on  the  under-mentioned  aspects  of  the 
Department's  work,  it  should  be  noted  that  routine  inspection  and  licencing  was  carried  out 
in  connection  with  the  following  matters; 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments 

Civic  Amenities 

Clean  Air  Act 

Game  Dealers 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers 

Schools  Inspection 

Street  Naming  and  Numbering 

Water  Safety 


6.  GENERAL  DISTRICT  INSPECTION 
Details  of  visits  made  during  1969  are  as  follows; - 


HOUSING 

Routine  inspections  131 

Improvement  grants  158 

Works  of  demolition  32 

Clearance  programme  156  477 

PUBLIC  HEALTH 

Private  drainage/cesspools  122 

Sewer  dykes/watercourses  95 

Cleansing  services  249 

Animal  nuisances  10 

Pest  control  107 

Water  supplies  7 590 

FOOD  HYGIENE 

Bakers/Confectioners  12 

Butchers  22 

Cafes/Canteens  14 

Fish  Traders  2 

Grocers/General  Provisions  58 

Greengrocers  2 

Licenced  Premises  21 

Mobile  Food  Shops  31 

Slaughterhouses  51 

Vegetable  washing  plants  2 215 
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CARAVANS 


Licenced  sites 

38 

Itinerant  sites 

22 

60 

CIVIC  AMENITIES 

Abandoned  vehicles 

41 

Rubbish  dumps 

10 

51 

FACTORIES 

General 

11 

11 

OFFICES  AND  SHOPS 

Routine  inspections 

63 

Registration  queries 

5 

68 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Private  houses 

73 

Schools 

1 

74 

OTHER  VISITS 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments 

2 

Pet  Animals 

3 

Petroleum  Regulations 

21 

Street  Naming  and  Numbering 

28 

Noise  Abatement 

12 

Swimming  Pools 

10 

Water  Safety 

2 

Sundry  Items 

26 

104 

■■  ■ 

— 

TOTAL  INSPECTIONS 

1,  650 
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